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JOB DESCRIPTION:
Job Summary
The purpose of the Animal Health Technician position is to provide support with the medical care of
animals housed at UCSF’s Hunters Point Animal Facility (HPAF) and to keep good documentation of
this care. The person in this position will work closely with our other animal health technicians and
the facility veterinarians in making sure that the best animal care is provided to all animals in the
colony.
The Animal Health Technician will work closely with our other animal health technicians in managing
clinical case records for animals needing medical treatment, undergoing surgery or undergoing
experimental procedures. This individual will be involved in all aspects of the animal care and use
program at the animal facility. This includes: overseeing daily monitoring of all animals in the colony,
assisting and/or leading daily neurological diagnoses of animals (training will be provided), preparing
reports for leadership, importation and exportation of animal and working closely with the
veterinarians to make sure that husbandry and experimental practices are executed efficiently and in
accordance with all institutional rules and pertinent state and federal regulations.
The person in this position, in coordination with our other animal health technicians, will be
instrumental at leading our staff members at executing successful surgical and experimental
procedures. On occasion, this person will attend appropriate LARC (centralized animal program) and
IACUC
meetings
as
determined
by
the
facility
veterinarians.
The Animal Health Technician will have a wide range of administrative support duties. This person will
assist our animal health technicians and our facility veterinarians in:
1. Guaranteeing that all animal IACUC protocols remain up-to-date and are easy to use and
understand by the animal care staff and investigators
2. Preparing animal-use reports for the facility veterinarians and IND leadership
3. Maintaining a well-stocked supply of surgical, medical equipment, and veterinary medicines
4. Assisting with the pertinent documentation relating to animal procedures as determined by
the facility veterinarians
5. Documenting all husbandry parameters (humidity, temperature, cage and room changes,
etc.) that are relevant for successful inspections by our accrediting agencies, including
AAALAC, USDA, CDC, and NIH
6. Guaranteeing that all HPAF Standard Operating Procedures are up-to-date
7. Guaranteeing experiments are concluded with correct samples collected
The Institute for Neurodegenerative Diseases (IND) at UCSF is pursuing a cutting-edge blend of basic
science and clinical medicine to provide outstanding care to those suffering from neurodegenerative
diseases. Founded in 1999, the IND is committed to creating therapeutics that will halt diseases such
as Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease and dementia resulting from traumatic brain

injuries. The IND is poised to make serious contributions to this struggle at the frontier of
neuroscience and medicine. The mission of the Institute for Neurodegenerative Diseases is to
discover causes and develop cures for these illnesses with an innovative program of basic research
and clinical medicine. The IND is directed by Nobel Laureate Stanley B. Prusiner, MD.
Required Qualifications
•

•
•
•
•
•

Completion of an American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) or State of California
approved two-year animal health technician curriculum plus four years of applicable
experience; certification or eligibility for certification as a registered Animal Health
Technician; or an equivalent combination of education and experience; and knowledges and
abilities essential to the successful performance of the duties assigned to the position.
Manage time and scheduled tasks appropriately with minimal supervision.
Able to effectively and efficiently work well with other team-members in a high-throughput,
dynamic, and physically-demanding environment
Able to effectively follow Standard Operating Procedures as it relates to Environmental
Health and Safety procedures (i.e. proper use of Personal Protective Equipment)
Able to use computers effectively
Able to communicate effectively and succinctly in a timely manner, with investigators and
with IND-Animal Facility Staff

Preferred Qualifications
•
•
•

Familiarity with biomedical research and animal models of disease
Assistant Laboratory Animal Technician (ALAT) certification
Experience working in highly dynamic ABSL-1, ABSL-2 and ABSL-2* environments

About UCSF
The University of California, San Francisco (UCSF) is a leading university dedicated to promoting
health worldwide through advanced biomedical research, graduate-level education in the life
sciences and health professions, and excellence in patient care. It is the only campus in the 10campus UC system dedicated exclusively to the health sciences. We bring together the world’s
leading experts in nearly every area of health. We are home to five Nobel laureates who have
advanced the understanding of cancer, neurodegenerative diseases, aging and stem cells.
Pride Values
UCSF is a diverse community made of people with many skills and talents. We seek candidates
whose work experience or community service has prepared them to contribute to our commitment
to professionalism, respect, integrity, diversity and excellence – also known as our PRIDE values.
In addition to our PRIDE values, UCSF is committed to equity – both in how we deliver care as well as
our workforce. We are committed to building a broadly diverse community, nurturing a culture that
is welcoming and supportive, and engaging diverse ideas for the provision of culturally competent
education, discovery, and patient care. Additional information about UCSF is available
at diversity.ucsf.edu
Join us to find a rewarding career contributing to improving healthcare worldwide.
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